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25 October, 2008 Meeting Minutes 
 

Ontario Road Riders Association 
“Clubs working together to promote a positive image of motorcycling” 

416-990-6755 www.orra.on.ca 

Attendees 
Kevin Keay Smith ORRA President  Brampton Motorcycle Association 
Marlene Steele ORRA Controller  Zen Riders MC 
Bruce Pooler      MTA1 – Ontario 
Derek Browne      Nortown Motorcycle Club 
Elsa Dela Torre     Nortown Motorcycle Club 
 

Absentia Rights 
Kevin Keay Smith     ICBA – London 
Kevin Keay Smith     ICBA - Hamilton 
Marlene Steele     French Connection Riders 
Marlene Steele     Ottawa Vulcan Motorcycle Club 
 

Guests 
Liz Jansen  Ontario representative  Motorcyclists Confederation of Canada 
 
The ORRA Executive welcomed everyone and all attendees introduced themselves. 
Special thanks to Peter Jacobs and the Motorcyclists Confederation of Canada for  providing the 
meeting room at the Renaissance Toronto Airport – Haliburton Room 
 
The previous meetings minutes were accepted by Derek Browne and seconded by Bruce Pooler. 
 
Controllers Report 
Marlene provided a detailed breakdown of our financial standing. It was accepted as read by 
Bruce Pooler MTA1, and seconded by Derek Browne. New badges and pins have been 
purchased and are available to view. 
 
Safety and Awareness Report 
The Spring Tune-up will be held on 26 April 2009 in the same successful format as before. Stay 
tuned for further details. The 3 May has been selected as an alternate in case of rain. 
The new pamphlet, poster, bus campaign, and bumper sticker artwork is almost done but requires 
some clean-up. Rod from NA40+ has graciously offered his assistance and the ORRA Executive 
will be meeting with him soon to complete this item. Look for completed items to be rolled out 
at the January meeting. 
The road signs are almost complete and will be handed out at the January meeting. 
 
Web-site 
 Chad King has asked if he can stay on as web master. ORRA is happy that Chad has elected to 
continue his association with us. The 2009 renewal form is now posted on the website. Be sure to 
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submit your fees early. The online fee calculator has also been updated for 2009. Please take  
advantage of this feature. It is very user friendly. 
 
MCC Update 
 ORRA has access to MCC through the Ontario representative Liz Jansen who elaborated on 
events to date. Liz gave an update on the Women Riders Council and the possible attendance of 
some members to an international conference. She elaborated on the race groups that recently 
joined the MCC who are having a national conference today elsewhere in the hotel. Liz reminded 
all present that MCC will receive a 1 year membership for every new motorcycle purchased 
directly from the MMIC on behalf of the new rider. This will provide a consistent source of 
financing for MCC. She went on to say that MCC is starting to take an increased role in 
international meetings regarding motorcycling. Liz noted that the Off Road Council is producing 
training videos and DVD’s to further the love of the sport. She congratulated ORRA on the 
induction of the late Gerry German, one of ORRA’s founding fathers, into the Canadian 
Motorcycle Hall of Fame. The induction is taking place later today. Congratulations go to Rod 
Dore and Al Savoury who each won a pair of tickets to tonights celebration which will have 12 
inductees, 2 guest speakers, and almost 300 people attending. 
The MTA1 noted that communications from previous MCC conferences was poor in its 
circulation to the members. They asked that the outcome of this weekends conference be 
communicated better. They also commented that the MCC website has a Members area which 
requires a password that no-one has. Liz is to communicate this back to the MCC for resolution. 
ORRA asked that MCC set-up an ORRA password for our members. 
The BMA asked when the AGM was to take place. Liz stated that it had been moved to coincide 
with the December Bike Show. 
When questioned about the MCC insurance Liz responded that they had yet to successfully 
negotiate insurance, but that it is being worked on diligently. 
 
Open Floor 
The Executive noted that they are close to finalizing the purchase of a short term policy that will 
change our renewal date from mid-November to Mid January.  
 
There was an interesting discussion on mobility assist vehicles and their place on the roads. 
 
There was a discussion about an article in todays Toronto Star which basically equated 2 
wheeled vehicles on the roads to guaranteed death. This must be counter-acted with a positive 
article. 
 
Derek noted that he still receives a couple of calls a week on the 1-800 number which is listed in 
some magazines and old literature. He was asked to direct all queries to the new number or have 
them contact the ORRA Executive through the website. 
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Marlene provided samples of badges and pins that ORRA can order based on the new logo. 
Approximate cost is 2.50 each or a badge and a pin for 5.00. 
 
The ORRA Member Relations on the Executive is vacant. Anyone wishing to volunteer please 
contact us through the website. 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
 
25 October 2008 – Toronto - Completed 

3 January 2009 – Mississauga at the International Motorcycle Supershow 

4 April 2009  – Mississauga at the International Motorcycle Supershow 

 

 
BMA president Chris Beacock presenting the Canadian Motorcycle Hall of Fame award to Gerry 

Germans widow Glenna, and granddaughter Jasmine. 

 

 


